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A Sociological Analysis of Dissymmetrical Exchanges of Presents in the Countryside

during Transitional Period
Guo Hongbin
(School of Literature, Huangshan University, Huangshan245041, China)

Abstract: There are the dissymmetrical exchanges of presents in the countryside during the transitional
period. Courtesy, reputation and relationship are the main factors causing the dissymmetrical exchanges of
presents, and to establish a relationship is the key purpose to obtain some rare social sources or capitals.
The article, therefore, analyses the origins of certain social class® culture and the structural causes in the
social system for "the seemingly irrational exchanges" on which people are keen at present. The author be-
lieves that we need to care and comprehend such a social fact in two ways: to cultivate a new culture in
new socialist countryside and to perfect the system construction.

Key words: presents; the dissymmetrical exchanges; relationship; courtesy; capitals; social structure



