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The Predicament of Contemporary Countryside Management and the Extension of Vil-

lagers” Election: the Changes of China Countryside Management Models after 1949

Luo Zhenglin
(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing210097, China)

Abstract:The intensity of state’s intervention plays a decisive role in contemporary village politic cul-
ture. Since 1949, Chinese Communist Party has successively applied administrative resources to make coun-
tryside community undergo such a process as from private production, to cooperation group, to agricultural
cooperation, to people’s commune and now to planned economy system. After 1980, production package
system made the countryside community come into a small production state and state’s power withdrew
from countryside with conditions. However, with the deepening of market economy, the space of farmers
activities has been extended, the interests in countryside has been pluralized and the countryside-level or-
ganizations have lost power. Against such a critical background, the governments of all levels actively push
forward villagers” election in the hope that village committee can obtain its legal position which is ac-
knowledged by the villagers themselves. Villagers” election is a significant method to solve village manage-
ment crisis, a step for government to return the rights to people and especially a test and experiment on
the way of China politic reform. |

Key words: the present village politic culture; management crisis; state’s power; villagers” election



