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On Civic Journalism 130 Years Ago: Shen’s News Reports on Commoners” Daily Life
Wang Yifan
(School of Journalism and Communication, Anhui University, Hefei230039, China)
Abstract: Civic journalism as a new terminology emerged in 2002. However, it first appeared in Chi-

na as early as 130 years ago, when the most influential newspaper Shen began to publish its news reports

on commoners” daily life, which can be taken as the origin of today’s civic news. By analyzing this specif-

ic news of Shen and its connection with Shnanghai society at the time, the article aims at deepening peo-

ple’s critical thinking and innovation of civic journalism.

Key words: civic journalism; Shen; news reports on commoners” daily life



