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A Comparison of Berlins and Kant’s Views on Liberty
Zhang Wenjun

(Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai236002, China)
Abstract:
contraindicates itself, and negative freedom which is even not real freedom is not superior to positive
freedom. The separation of the two is not conductive to the understanding of real freedom. Berlin is
actually approaching from a perspective of transcendentalism, ignoring the relationship between reason and
freedom and failing to pursue the transcendental value of freedom, which makes freedom valueless and
remain at the lowest level in its form. However, Kant’s self—discipline i.e. freedom has brought freedom
moral values and highlighted the dignity of human beings. Although it pays less attention to the

consequences, it has significantly broadened and deepened the understanding of the concept of freedom.

Berlins division of two concepts of liberty makes no sense, because its theory

Key words: positive freedom; negative freedom; reason
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