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A New Exploration of "Theory on the Sound and Emotion
of Music Mode" in On Songs

Zhang Xiaojin
(Anhui Research Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage, Huangshan University, Huangshan245041,China)

Abstract:"Theory on the Sound and Emotion of Music Mode” initiated by Yannan Zhian, the author
of On Songs, is one of the most difficult topics in the field of song study which can hardly be avoided by
the scholars who study ancient music and ancient songs. Starting with a few closely related issues such as
whether a certain music mode itself has sound and emotion or not; whether the music mode in On Songs
refers to that in Yuan Songs or not; whether the description of the sound and emotion of the music mode
in On Songs is reasonable and accurate or not; whether the sound and emotion of music mode must be in
" accordance with the emotion expressed in texts or not, this paper draws a conclusion that "Theory on the
Sound and Emotion of Music Mode" is a summary of long~term practice of ancient musicians. It can
neither be denied easily, nor accepted absolutely. In terms of On Songs, "Theory on the Sound and
Emotion of Music Mode"

instead of a cycle of songs.

is concerned with poems instead of songs, to be exact, single song (poem)

Key words: On Songs, music mode, sound and emotion, text and emotion
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