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The Etymological Study Method for Sounds and Meanings in Ancient China
Zhu Guo-li
(Department of Public Administration, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: The traditional etymological study method for sounds and meanings is the direct origin of
the modern etymological study methods. It is more effective in etymological study than any other methods.
Founded in the late Song Dynasty and the early Yuan Dynasty, it reached its peak in the history of
traditional etymology in Qing Dynasty with the development of old phonology, theory on the relationship
between sounds and meanings as well as semantics. Wang Nian-sun not only made an in-depth study on
old phonology and the relation between sounds and meanings, but also put forward the definite concept of
"the meaning of naming” in Guangya Shuzheng, and valued the evidence of meanings, which made him
achieve tremendously using the etymological study method for sounds and meanings.

Key Words: etymological words; etymology; Guangya Shuzheng
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