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A Study on the Date of Production of Ink-stones with a "Xiu—cheng Hu Kaiwen" Mark

Hui Ink-stones Research Group for "Hu Kaiwen"
. (The Antique Department, The Palace Mumseum, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: Scholars dated the production of Ink -stones with "Xiu-—cheng Hu Kaiwen" mark to the
Qianlong reigns of the Qing Dynasty. After examining specimens in the collection of the Palace Museum and
referring to documentary materials, the author found that the ink-stones with "Xiu-cheng Hu kaiwen" mark
were in fact -produced in as early as the Tongzhi and Guangxu periods. The flourishing of different marks of
"Hu kaiwen" indicated the intense competition among Hu kaiwen’s descendants.

Key words: Hu kaiwen; archaize; competition
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