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On Dai Zhen-Centered Criticism in A Review of Han Studies
Lu Youcheng
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, West Anhui University, Lu’an237012, China)
Abstract: A Review of Han Studies is a book aimed to systematically liquidate Han Studies, in which
the writer Fang Dongshu wielded relentless attacks against Dai Zhen. The reason is not hard to find since

. Fang is a member of Tongcheng School, one propagating Song Studies against Han Studies, while Dai the
flagfleet in the latter Studies. As for study of Confucian classics, the history saw reoccurring deprecation of
Fang and his works. However, Liang Qichao saw the worth of Fang’s book by acclaiming it as "a book of
great value in the Qing Dynasty”. By annotating Liang’s comment through analyzing Dai Zhen-centered

criticism, this article uncovers that despite the sectarian bias and private vendetta manifested in the book,

it is mainly a product of academic division.

Key words: Fang Dongshu; Dai Zhen; Han Studies; Song Studies; A Review of Han Studies
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