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Laozi’s Ideology of Harmonious Society
Zhu Pinan
(Department of Tourism, Wuyi University, Wuyishan354300, China)

Abstract: With rich and profound connotation, Laozi’s ideology of harmony consists of the three as-
pects which not only relate inherently but also go forward one by one, namely man-nature harmony, inter-
personal harmony and political harmony. The ideology of man—nature harmony suggests a harmonious de-
velopment mode based on conformation and benevolence to the nature, which theoretically inspires us in
rebuilding the present ecological ethics. Then, the ideology of interpersonal harmony provides the spiritual
resources to reform the interpersonal ethics with its emphasis on less private interests and desires and more
modesty and temperance. And the ideology of the political harmony, which advocates rational politics, rul-
ing by virtue and social equality, is the ideological foundation to establish a harmonious society.

Key words: Laozi; man-nature harmony; interpersonal harmony; political harmony
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