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An Empirical Analysis of International Tourism in Three World Heritage Sites
—(Case Studies of Mt. Huangshan, Xidi Village and Hongcun Village

Zhang Shangzheng, Yang Qi, Alastair M.Morrison, Yan Cheng
(1.Department of Tourism Management, Anhui University, Hefei230039, China,
2.Bilu International Travel, 3. University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, America)

Abstract: Among China’s thirty —five World Heritage Sites, many suffer development imbalance in
internationally oriented cultural tourism. One primary cause is the lack of research on foreign travelers
which decreases the efficiency of tourism development and marketing. Through the investigation into the
basic features of foreign travelers, including their information dissemination, traveling motives, local
experiences and their evaluation of cultural heritage sites and traveling activities, the paper aims to
improve the understanding of mental demands and behavior characteristics of foreign travelers, which will
enable market expansion to become more targeted and efficient.

Key words: Mt Huangshan; Xidi Village, Hongcun Village; World Cultural Heritage; heritage tourism
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