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On the Origin of "Zhe" as a Noun of Locality in Qimen Dialect
Chen Yao
(School of Humanities, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou350007, China)

Abstract: "Zhe" in Qimen dialect has heavy functional load. There are four types of usage about "
Zhe": preposition of locality, auxiliary verb, noun of locality, and modal particle. From cognitive angle, this
paper probes into the origin of "Zhe" as a noun of locality. By combining the phenomenon in modern Chi-
nese that "Shang" and "Yan" are both verbs and nouns of locality, we think that "Zhe", as a noun of lo-
cality, can be traced back to "Zhe" as a verb whose meaning is as attaching as "Zhe" as a preposition of
locality.

Key words: Qimen dialect; "Zhe" as a noun of locality; "Zhe" as a preposition;"Zhe" as a verb; the
attaching meaning ’



