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Music, the Symbol of Human Feelings

——An Interpretation of Susan Langer’s Musical Philosophy
Liu Zhigiang
(College of Music, Hubei Normal University, Huangshi435002, China)

Abstract: Langer’s theory, which advocates that music is the symbol of feelings, plays an important role
in the twentieth century. At the philosophical vantage point, she elaborated the following issues: the feelings
of music, the imaginary aspect of music, the instinctive aspect of music, and the relation between the
content and form, which demonstrates her solid theoretical foundation and unique perspectives on musical
philosophy. She introduced symbol of feelings into music, paving way for the further exploration of the
wonder of music, and laying the foundation for a more scientific research on musical philosophy. The paper
provides an interpretation of her theory, aiming at helping advance of research on musical philosophy in
China.

Key words: Susan Langer; musical philosophy; symbol of feelings; time illusion; life form
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