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Differentiation in Design Philosophy between Confucianism and Taoism and Its Modern Implication
Zhou Minning
(Taihu College, Jiangnan University, Wuxi214122, China)

Abstract:Based on the "rules", Confucian design philosophy finds its origin in "good" and "rites".
While Taoist design exemplifies "being spontaneous and acting without effort” by encouraging people to
return to the original society without disputes through eliminating inner desires, complying with nature and
denying existent rules. This paper points out that in the course of harmonious design, "Competition and
Integration” should be adopted to avoid the conflict between the two guiding philosophies by making
Confucian "rules" the basis of Taoist design.
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