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Re-recognition of J. Dewey’s Children—centered Theory
Yu Nanning
(Education Department, Huangshan University, Huangshan245041, China)

Abstract: Children—centered Theory is one of the most important concepts of John Dewey’s philosophy
of education. Yet his philosophy of education had long received much controversy in China after the
liberation due to some historical reasons. Many saw this theory as emphasizing children’s interests and
needs so much as to leave the children untrammeled; as a consequence, teachers” authority was weakened
and the society’s role was negated. Actually, this is a one-sided view. What J. Dewey holds is that
children are the orientation of all educational activities, and he thinks that education should be tailored to
children’s nature and to children’s development both physically and mentally. Simulianeously, J. Dewey
objects to the thinking mode of duality antitheses. J. Dewey’s Children —centered Theory should be
comprehended based on the fundamental relation beiween education, society and children.
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