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Textual Research on Zhou Maotai’s Writings
Cao Xi
(Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai200234, China)

Abstract: Zhou Maotai, both a government official and a businessman, was a figure of great influence
in the late Qing Dynasty bom in Jixi County, Huizhou area, but few records can be found about him. In
2002, the author had the honor to read his Letters From Yangzhou and Nanjing in Tongzhi Sixth to Ninth
(manuscript), and Poems in Songshi Study, Poems in Songshi Study(continued) and Scrolls in Songshi Study,
etc.(all printed on Xuan paper). With considerable values of historical materials as well as literature and
fine art, they are particularly precious, especially the Letters. Since they had never been published before,
they serve as first-hand materials for us to research into the historical scene of Yangzhou, Nanjing and
Huizhou, in addition to the economy, society and culture at that time.

Key words: Zhou Maotai; writing; textual criticism and explanation; historical material; Huizhou study
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