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A Survey of Studies on Ceremonies in China in the Past 10Years
Liu Weiying,Jiang Na
(School of Humanism, Dalian University, Dalian116622, China;
Institute of Language and Literature,Dalian University, Dalian116622, China)

Abstract: Ceremonies are a carrier of various cultural phenomena. For the past ten years, domestic
researchers have been carrying on constructive studies on them respectively from the perspectives of cultur-
al science, anthropology, sociology, ethnology and so on. For example: 1. Researches on elementary theories
concerning ceremonies and beliefs. (a) The discussion of the definition and function of ceremonies includ-
ing the interpretation of classical mythology and ceremonies, and the discussion on the religious origin and
social behavior of ceremonies. (b) Researches on beliefs in witchcraft such as worshiping nature and pray-
ing to avoid plagues. 2. Researches on ancient Chinese literary works concerning ceremonies. (a) Research-
es on the influence of ceremonies on literary work creation. (b) Researches on the description of cere-
monies in literary works. 3. Researches on folk ceremonies and folk customs. (a) Researches on the theory
of ceremonies concerning folk customs. (b) Field investigation and research of folk ceremonies and local
folk custom traditions.

Key words: ceremony; field investigation; praying to avoid plagues; belief in folk customs; academic
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