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Philosophical Investigation of "Ren"and "Min" in Analects of Confucius:

Conceptual Man and Factual Man
Zhou Haichun
(School of Philosophy, Hubei University, Wuhan430062, China)

Abstract: The popular understandings of Confucian thought of man include:

men are patriarchal,

holistic, private and civil as well as focal and field theory. These interpretations‘have their effectiveness,

but there are some inadequacies in the reflection of Confucian thoughts. Therefore, new explorations are

needed among which regarding the concept of man in The Analects of Confucius as conceptual man is of

great significance.

Key words: The Analects of Conﬁmu.s, Ren; Min; thought of man
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